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Christmas, AD 2021
December 22, 2021
Beloved brothers and sisters in our newborn Lord,

What have you been asking for this Christmas? I hope it is something that will give you real joy and
add to your celebration this year. I am sure many of you have joined me since last Christmas in praying for
the chance to be together with your loved ones in ways that were not possible a year ago. Thanks be to God,
this gift has been granted. We can take advantage of the opportunities we will have to gather, but only if we
do so carefully. In Northeast Ohio, the hospitals are full following a post-Thanksgiving surge of Covid-19
cases, and many among our clergy have been enduring their own bouts of the disease, especially recently.
The omicron variant is presenting new and uncertain challenges for the future, but for now I am grateful to
God that thus far we have not lost any one of our priests or deacons to the pandemic. (I bring the matter up
first not to nag you, but only to encourage you to be safe and extra careful even as we now gather for the
holidays.)

What Christmas gift do you suppose God has been asking for?

Those who have raised children know better than I how persistent they can be at this time of year,
nagging their parents and begging over and over for the things that they just know will make them happy
and give their lives purpose and meaning, like the Star Wars Lego Building Set or the 60th Anniversary
Political Candidate Barbie. As we contemplate the Creator of the universe becoming a little child during this
holiday, we can imagine God acting just like our children, demanding attention (“Look at me, Mom!”) and
reminding us again and again (and again!) what he really wants this year, usually in the form of a list: “I
want...I want...I want...”

Perhaps this imaginative thought experiment is not so exaggerated as we might think. If God did not
want to be seen by us, why did God become a human, someone we could see and touch, listen to and learn
from? And God is not so unfamiliar with lists of things he wants (see, for instance, “Ten Commandments”
and “Beatitudes”). What does it take for an infinite, utterly transcendent God to enter human
consciousness? What is revelation, and how does it work? And what does this have to do with Christmas?

When we recite the Creed (or Symbol of Faith), we say that God is the “maker of heaven and earth,
and of all things visible and invisible.” The trouble is that we do not know what heaven is, really. We know
what earth is—we live here. As to the universe we inhabit, other than our own Milky Way galaxy, we did
not even know other galaxies existed until they were discovered by Edwin Powell Hubble in the 1920’s—
about the time my father was born! We now know that our Earth is one of eight planets orbiting our sun, a
sort of medium, not-too-impressively sized star, which is one of one hundred to four hundred billion stars
in our galaxy, which itself is one of about two hundred billion galaxies in the known universe. Our
knowledge of the universe is growing astronomically (pardon the expression). Not only do we now know
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that other galaxies exist, but we are finding other planets as well. According to Wikipedia, “As of 1
December 2021, 4,878 known extrasolar planets in 3,604 planetary systems have been discovered.”!

[t gets even more unimaginable. Physicists have been theorizing that there may be more than one
universe. Indeed, there may be an infinite number of parallel universes, and the Big Bang could be
something that always happening, not just for us but for other, parallel universes, too. This is called the “M-
theory,” whose proponent, Edward Witten, is calling “M” because he does not know exactly what to call it;
he expects we will figure out what to call it when it is better understood. For now, “M” could stand for
“Membrane” or “Major” or “Mystery” or “Mother of all Theories,” because this is supposed to be the latest
and greatest thing in astrophysics and cosmology. Stepping back, however, from all that has been observed
or theorized, the One who made all this stuff is what we call God.

So, there is creation on the one hand, and then there is God. They are not the same, and the
categories of human consciousness simply cannot make sense of what is outside our universe of space and
time. The liturgy of Christmas tells us that God, “out there,” comes “over here,” into our world, and becomes
one of us. God does not simply step into our universe as a kind of ghost or spirit, a kind of disembodied
power, or as a communication or word. No, this Word of God becomes a human being like us. What was not
created became created, and what could not change undertook change, and what is immortal became
mortal. St. John Chrysostom puts this mystery quite beautifully:

What shall I say! And how shall I describe this Birth to you? For this wonder fills me with
astonishment. The Ancient of days has become an infant. He Who sits upon the sublime and
heavenly Throne, now lies in a manger. And He Who cannot be touched, Who is simple, without
complexity, and incorporeal, now lies subject to the hands of men. He Who has broken the bonds of
sinners, is now bound by an infant’s bands. But He has decreed that ignominy shall become honor,
infamy be clothed with glory, and total humiliation the measure of His Goodness.

For this He assumed my body, that I may become capable of His Word; taking my flesh, He gives me
His spirit; and so, He bestowing and I receiving, He prepares for me the treasure of Life. He takes
my flesh, to sanctify me; He gives me His Spirit that He may save me...Why is this? Because God is
now on earth, and man in heaven; on every side all things commingle.”2

Yes, Christ is born! Glorify him! God, the Creator, the Immortal One, the Word that sustains all
things by his very power, becomes one of us. And not just that: it is a two-way street. [t is a word that is
truly communication, because as the liturgy says, we see God becoming one of us, the One on the throne
becoming a human being, and we see humankind in heaven. Because of the incarnation of Christ, as John
Chrysostom says, all things commingle. The boundary between creation and the creator has become very,
very porous, so porous that the power that brought all these universes out of nothingness into existence
now belongs to you by God'’s gift and grace. And we who have been baptized into this destiny, but who
nevertheless continue to live out of our own lists of wants and needs, sometimes forget that we are meant
to be in the process of divinization, of becoming by God’s power and grace what God is by nature. As we
read in the Epistle for Christmas, this is only possible because, at just the right moment, something really
big happened:

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to
ransom those under the law, so that we might receive adoption. (Galatians 4:4-6, NABre)

1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Planet, retrieved 12/13/21.
2 Nativity Homily of St. John Chrysostom, cited at https://orthodoxfiles.wordpress.com/2014/12/27 /the-nativity-homily-by-saint-john-
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So, who Jesus is by nature, we can become by grace. The very Earth itself has become what the Irish
call “a thin place,” a place where the eternal meets the temporal and comingles, where the uncreated
confronts and embraces creation, so that creation itself becomes part of the very existence of God. This may
sound abstract, but when it comes to our lives, the application is quite practical. It escapes our attention
that, with the birth of Jesus, the divine and human “commingle,” and this commingling does not then
influence our thinking. Day after day we forget that we are not robots; we choose our lists of things to do,
the things that we just think we need to be doing, things that we think will give our lives meaning and
purpose, rather than things really that make for power in our lives. We can make other choices: we can
choose the power that exists in our relationship with God rather than choosing “things.”

One of the first things that makes for power in our lives is the recognition of our powerlessness, at
the same time recognizing that the power that is God is the power that is alive in us, moment in and
moment out, day after day after day. In our powerlessness, we are called to pass through this porous
boundary between heaven and earth again and again. Just think of what happens at our celebration of the
Eucharist: we “welcome the King of all, invisibly escorted by angel hosts” as God comes to us in a way that
we can understand, that we can take in—Iliterally take into our mouths. What is divine comingles with what
is human, and God enters into our lives with power—the power of the Holy Spirit, by whom we have been
sealed unto eternal life with God and one another. As St. John Chrysostom says, “as I take His body, He takes
my body, He takes my flesh.”

The story is told of two men walking together one day. It is India; one man is Christian, and the
other is Hindu. The Hindu tells the Christian that he does not understand the Christian doctrine of the
Incarnation. Hinduism itself includes stories and doctrines concerning a trinity and the incarnation of gods,
for instance. But what Hinduism speaks of when talking about incarnation is not the same as the Christian
doctrine. For Hindus, gods can appear as human beings. Gods become especially visible in Hindu saints,
who can also be thought of as incarnations of God. But this not the Christian understanding of the
Incarnation of God in Jesus, and the Hindu does not grasp the difference. The Christian is unsuccessful at
explaining the difference, so the Hindu remains perplexed.

As they are walking, they come upon an anthill, of which there are many in India. Of course, the
man, being a good Hindu, avoided stepping on anthills and causing harm to the ants who, after all, could be
reincarnations of beings who were people in another life. As he went by an anthill, however, his shadow fell
upon it, and he watched as the ants in a panic over the sudden shadow went scurrying here and there,
diving into their holes, and getting away as best they could. “Ah, I wish I could speak ant,” said the Hindu. “I
would like to tell them that everything is going to be OK, that I don’t mean them any harm, that it is all
going to be fine, that they are good, and I am not going to hurt them.” Then he, hearing what he had just
said, announced: “Now I understand what Christians mean by “Incarnation.”

Itis God, eternal joy, eternal love becoming one of us and laughing playfully in his manger, trying to
teach us in our own human language that all will be well, that God and the universe mean us no harm. From
the perspective of our anthill, however, we cannot always see that. The shadow of evil falls upon us, and
what we typically see then are the things one sees in anthills: the tunnels, the caves, the darkness, the lack
of food, the danger, and of course the anteaters and other predators. The ants in the story needed another
ant to come to them and tell them in their own language, “All will be well,” so they could stop scurrying
about fruitlessly.

There is Someone who has come and who tells us, perhaps not with great solemnity, perhaps with
all the earthy, snowy, messy chaos of childhood: “From the perspective of your anthill it may look like a
scary world, a violent world, a world of scarcity and of terror. That is your anthill and I understand. But just
think for a moment—really take this idea into your heart: all will be well. And I have come to make you like



me, to take you out of your anthill, to live intimately connected-body, soul, spirit, mind-with my divinity,
with the power that created the universe, to pass through that porous boundary between earth and heaven
not just once, but weekly or even daily, so that you may enter into the power and reality that |, as God, take
such pleasure in.”

Christ comes as a human being because he wants to be here. As messy as this place is, he loves it
here because we are here. This incarnation is one side of the coin. Our response: becoming divinized,
becoming really happy and playful, joyous and powerful—indeed immortal-is the other.

As we go through the rest of this year, probably taking back some of the gifts we are going to get, let
us keep this one! Let us reflect, think, and remind ourselves of that little child laughing in a manger, giggling
over the silly things that Mary, his mother, or that Joseph would do to please him as good parents do. Let us
remind ourselves of that little child who is the source of all that is. Perhaps we might imagine our heavenly
Father laughing, too, and giggling in all eternity at all the silly things that we do as he waits to embrace us,
to make us his own, to convince us that we are indeed children of his own family. We have been adopted by
our Father to be the brothers and sisters of Jesus, the Son of Almighty God. To acknowledge this is to give
God truly wants for Christmas.

As St. Julian of Norwich famously said, “All shall be well, and all shall be well, and all manner of
thing shall be well.”3 This is a very comforting thought to keep with us at all times, especially those times
when evil casts it shadow upon us, as it inevitably will.

May you and all whom you love draw near to one another in the Lord Jesus this Christmas, safe in
the knowledge that you, as well as those who are not near to you and whom you do not love, are children of
the Most High. It is in his power and in his will that we all will find the meaning and purpose for our lives
that we truly seek.

May you find comfort in these hard days because of him who is born today. A blessed Christmas to
everyone, and a safe and joyous 2022!

Your brother in Christ Jesus,
I
(Mgst Reverend) John Michael Botean,

a sinner,
Bishop of the Eparchy of St. George

%]MB/alf

3 Julian of Norwich, Revelations of Divine Love, cited at https:
retrieved 12/16/21.
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Scrisoarea pastorala a Episcopului John Michael Botean
Crdaciun, AD 2021

[ubiti frati si surori in Domnul nostru nou-nascut,

Ce v-ati dorit pentru acest Craciun? Sper ca este ceva care va va da bucurie reala si se adauga la
sarbatorirea din acest an. Sunt sigur ca multi dintre voi mi s-au alaturat in rugaciune de la ultimul Craciun,
pentru a avea sansa de a fi impreuna cu cei dragi in moduri care nu erau posibile cu un an in urma. Multumim
lui Dumnezeu pentru acest dar acordat! Putem profita de ocaziile pe care va trebui sa le adunam, dar numai
daci vom face acest lucru cu atentie. In nord-estul statului Ohio, spitalele sunt pline ca urmare a unui nou val
de cazuri Covid-19, venit dupad Ziua Recunostintei (Thanksgiving). Multi dintre clericii nostri au avut de
indurat boala, mai ales recent. Varianta Omicron prezinta provocari noi si incerte pentru viitor, dar acum
sunt recunoscator lui Dumnezeu ca pand acum nu am pierdut niciun preot sau diacon in pandemie. (Aduc in
atentie subiectul nu ca sa va bat la cap, ci doar pentru a va incuraja sa stati in siguranta si sa fiti foarte atenti
atunci cand va veti aduna pentru sarbatori).

Ce cadou de Craciun credeti ca a cerut Dumnezeu?

Cei care au crescut copii stiu mai bine ca mine cat de persistenti pot fi ei In acest moment al anului,
cicalindu-si parintii si cersind mereu lucrurile pe care le vor si despre care ei stiu ca ii vor face fericiti si le
vor da scop si sens in viatd, la fel ca un Star Wars Lego Building Set sau a 60-a aniversare a candidatului
politic Barbie. Pe masura ce contemplam pe Creatorul universului devenind Copilas in timpul acestei
sarbatori, ne putem imagina ca Dumnezeu actioneaza la fel ca si copiii nostri, cerand atentia (,Uita-te la mine,
mama!“), si reamintindu-ne iara si iara (si din nou!) ce vrea El de fapt acest an, de obicei sub forma unei liste:
,vreau ... vreau ... vreau ...“

Poate cd acest experiment de gandire imaginativa nu este atat de exagerat dupa cum am putea crede.
Daca Dumnezeu nu a vrut sa fie vazut de noi, de ce a devenit Dumnezeu om, pe care sa il putem vedea si
atinge, pentru a-L asculta si de a invata de la EI? Si Dumnezeu nu este nefamiliarizat cu listele de lucruri pe
care le doreste (a se vedea, de exemplu, ,Cele Zece Porunci“ si ,Fericirile). De ce are nevoie un Dumnezeu
infinit, cu totul transcendent, ca sa intre in constiinta umana? Ce este revelatia si cum functioneaza? Si ce are
asta de a face cu Craciunul?

Cand spunem Crezul (sau Simbolul credintei), spunem ca Dumnezeu este ,Facatorul cerului si al
pamantului, si al tuturor celor vazute si nevazute“. Problema este ca noi nu stim de fapt ce este cerul. Stim ce
este pamantul - trdim aici. In ceea ce priveste universul in care locuim, altul decat propria noastra galaxie,
Calea Lactee, noi nici macar nu stiam ca si alte galaxii existau, pana cand au fost descoperite de catre Edwin
Powell Hubble in anii 1920 - cam momentul in care s-a nascut tatal meu! Acum stim ca Pamantul nostru este
una dintre cele opt planete care orbiteaza soarele nostru, un fel de stea medie, nu prea impresionanta ca
dimensiuni, care este una dintr-o sutd, pana la patru sute de miliarde de stele din galaxia noastra, care este
ea Tnsasi una dintre cele aproximativ doua sute de miliarde de galaxii din universul cunoscut. Cunostintele
noastre despre univers sunt in crestere astronomica (scuzati expresia). Nu numai ca acum stim ca exista alte
galaxii, dar gasim alte planete, de asemenea. Conform Wikipedia, ,Pana la 1 decembrie 2021, au fost
descoperite 4,878 planete extrasolare, in 3,604 sisteme planetare”.*

Si devine chiar si mai de neimaginat! Fizicienii au teoretizat ca poate exista mai mult decat un univers.
Intr-adevar, poate exista un numar infinit de universuri paralele, iar Big Bang-ul ar putea fi ceva care se

4 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Planet, retrieved 12/13/21.
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intampld mereu, nu doar pentru noi, ci si pentru alte universuri, paralele, de asemenea. Aceasta se numeste
»leoria M“ a carui partizan, Edward Witten, o numeste ,M“, pentru ca nu stie exact cum cd o numeasca; el se
asteapta ca noi sa 1i gasim un nume, asa ca sa fie mai bine inteleasa. Pentru moment, ,M“ ar putea insemna
»,Membrana“ sau ,Majora“ sau ,Mister” sau ,Mama tuturor teoriilor”, pentru ca acest lucru ar trebui sa fie cel
mai mare lucru din astrofizica si cosmologie. Ficand un pas inapoi, cu toate acestea, vedem ca din tot ceea ce
a fost observat sau teoretizat, Cel care a facut toate aceste lucruri este ceea ce noi numim Dumnezeu.

Deci, exista Creatie pe de o parte, iar pe de alta exista Dumnezeu. Creatia si Dumnezeu nu sunt acelasi
lucru, iar categoriile de constiintd umana nu pot avea un sens a ceea ce este inafara universului nostru de
spatiu si timp. Liturghia de Craciun ne spune ca Dumnezeu, de ,acolo, de undeva“, vine ,aici, in lumea noastra
si devine unul dintre noi. Dumnezeu nu vine pur si simplu in universul nostru ca un fel de fantoma sau spirit,
un fel de putere fara de trup, sau ca un fel de comunicare sau cuvant. Nu, acest Cuvant al lui Dumnezeu devine
fiinta umang, ca noi. Ceea ce nu era creat a devenit creat, si ce ar putea sa nu se schimbe s-a schimbat si ceea
ce este nemuritor a devenit muritor. Sf. loan Gura de Aur ne spune despre acest mister foarte frumos:

Ce spun eu! Si cum voi putea eu descrie aceastd nastere? Pentru cd aceastd minune md umple de uimire.
Cel imbdtranit de zile a devenit un copil. Cel ce sade pe supremul Tron ceresc, se afld acum in iesle. Si Cel
care nu poate fi atins, Cel ce este simplu, fdrd complexitate si fard trup, se afld acum la indemdna
oamenilor. Cel care a rupt legdturile pdcdtosilor, este acum infdsat in scutece. Dar El a decretat cd
injosirea va deveni onoare, infamia va fi imbrdcatd cu slavd, iar umilirea totald va fi mdsura Bundtadtii
Sale.

Pentru aceasta mi-a ddruit trupul, ca eu sd pot deveni capabil de Cuvdntul Sdau; luandu-mi trupul, mi-a
dat sufletul. El imi dd spiritul Lui; si asa, El ddruind si eu primind, El imi pregdteste comoara Vietii. El ia
trupul Meu, pentru a md sfinti; El imi dd Spiritul Sdu, ca sd md salveze ... De ce? Pentru cd Dumnezeu
este acum pe pdmdnt, si este om in cer; de fiecare parte toate lucrurile se amesteca.®

Da, Hristos se naste! Mariti-L! Dumnezeu, Creatorul, Cel Nemuritor, Cuvantul care sustine toate
lucrurile prin insdsi puterea Sa, devine unul dintre noi. Si nu numai atat: vorbim despre o strada cu doua
sensuri. Este un cuvant care este cu adevirat de comunicare, pentru ci asa cum spune liturgia, Il vedem pe
Dumnezeu devenind unul dintre noi, cel de pe Tron devine fiinta umana, iar noi vedem umanitatea in cer.
Din cauza Intruparii lui Hristos, asa cum spune Ioan Gura de Aur, toate lucrurile se amesteca. Granita dintre
creatie si Creator a devenit foarte, foarte deschisa, permeabila Intr-asa un fel, incat puterea care a adus la
existenta toate aceste universuri din nimic, iti apartine acum tie, prin darul si harul lui Dumnezeu. Si noi, cei
care am fost botezati intru acest destin dar care, totusi, continuam sa traim din propriile noastre liste de
dorinte si nevoi, uneori uitadm ca suntem meniti sa fim in proces de indumnezeire, de a deveni prin puterea si
harul lui Dumnezeu ceea ce este Dumnezeu prin naturd. Asa cum am citit in Epistola de Craciun, acest lucru
este posibil doar pentru ca, la momentul potrivit, ceva cu adevarat mare s-a intamplat:

lar cdnd a venit implinirea vremii, Dumnezeu a trimis pe Fiul Sdu, ndscut din femeie, ndscut sub Lege,
ca pe cei de sub Lege sd-i rdscumpere, ca sd dobdndim infierea.. (Galateni 4: 4-6)

Deci, cine este Isus prin natura, noi putem deveni prin har. Pamantul insusi a devenit ceea ce
irlandezii numesc ,un loc subtire”, un loc unde eternul intalneste temporalul si se amestecd, acolo unde
necreatele se confrunta si imbratiseaza creatia, astfel incat insasi creatia devine o parte din Tnsasi existenta
lui Dumnezeu. Acest lucru poate suna abstract, dar atunci cand vine vorba de viata noastra, aplicarea este
practica. Ne scapd din atentie faptul c3, odata cu nasterea lui Isus, divinul si umanul se ,amesteca“, iar aceasta

5 Nativity Homily of St. John Chrysostom, cited at https://orthodoxfiles.wordpress.com/2014/12/27/the-nativity-homily-by-saint-john-
chrysostom/, retrieved 12/13/21.
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amestecare nu influenteaza gandirea noastra. Zi dupa zi uitam ca nu suntem roboti; noi ne alegem listele cu
lucruri de facut, lucrurile pe care credem ca trebuie sa le facem, lucruri pe care credem ca vor da vietii noastre
sens si scop, mai degraba decat lucrurile care intr-adevar ne dau putere in viata. Putem face si alte alegeri:
putem alege puterea care exista in relatia noastra cu Dumnezeu, mai degraba decat sa alegem ,lucruri®.

Unul dintre primele lucruri care ne dau putere in viata este recunoasterea neputintei noastre si, in
acelasi timp, recunoscand ca puterea care este Dumnezeu este puterea care este vie in noi, clipa de clipa, zi
dupi zi dupi zi. In neputinta noastri, suntem chemati si trecem prin acea graniti permeabili dintre cer si
pimant din nou si din nou. Ganditi-va la ceea ce se intAmpli la celebrarea Euharistiei: noi ,Ca pe Impiratul
tuturor sa-L primim, pe Cel nevazut inconjurat de cele Ingeresti”, dupa cum Dumnezeu vine la noi intr-un
mod in care s3 putem intelege, si 1l putem primi literalmente in guri. Se amestecd ce este divin cu ceea ce
este omenesc, iar Dumnezeu intra in viata noastra cu putere - puterea Spiritului Sfant, prin care am fost
pecetluiti in viata vesnica cu Dumnezeu si unul cu altul, dupa cum spune Sfantul loan Gura de Aur, ,,...asa cum
eu iau trupul Lui, El ia trupul meu“.

Povestea ne spune despre doi oameni, care mergeau pe jos Impreuna intr-o zi. Este India; un om este
crestin, iar celdlalt este hindus. Hindusul spune crestinului ci el nu intelege doctrina crestind a Intrupérii.
Hinduismul in sine include povestiri si doctrine cu privire la o trinitate si la intruparea zeilor, de exemplu.
Dar despre ce vorbeste Hinduismul atunci cand se refera la incarnare nu este acelasi lucru ca in doctrina
crestind. Pentru hindusi, zeii apar ca fiinte umane. Zeii devin vizibili mai ales la sfintii hindusi, la care ne
putem gandi ca fiind Incarnari ale lui Dumnezeu. Dar nu aceasta este Intelegerea intruparii lui Dumnezeu in
Isus pentru crestini, iar hindusul nu intelege diferenta. Crestinul nu are succes in explicarea diferentei, astfel
incat hindusul ramane perplex.

Pe masura ce merg, ajung ei la un furnicar, din care sunt multe in India. Desigur ca omul, fiind un bun
hindus, a evitat sa paseasca pe furnicar, ca sa nu pricinuiasca prejudicii furnicilor care, la urma urmei, ar
putea fi reincarnari ale unor fiinte, care ar putea fi oameni intr-o alta viata. Cu toate acestea, cum mergea el
pe langa furnicar, umbra lui a cazut peste furnicar si el a vazut ca furnicile intra in panica la umbra ivitd brusc,
alergand incolo si incoace, refugiindu-se in gaurile lor si scapand, care cum putea. "Ah, as vrea sa pot vorbi
cu furnicile", a spus hindusul. "As vrea sa le spun ca totul va fi bine, ca nu le vreau raul, ca totul va fi bine, ca
sunt toate bune si ca nu le voi face rau". Apoi el, auzind ceea ce tocmai a spus, a afirmat: "Acum inteleg ce
inteleg crestinii prin "Intrupare”.

Este Dumnezeu, bucuria vesnica, lubirea vesnica devenind unul dintre noi si razand jucaus in ieslea
Sa, incercand sa ne invete in limba umana ca totul va fi bine, cd Dumnezeu si universul nu inseamna nici un
rau. Din perspectiva musuroiului nostru totusi, nu putem vedea Intotdeauna asta. Umbra raului cade asupra
noastra si ceea ce vedem de obicei sunt lucrurile pe care le vedem In musuroi: tunelurile, cavernele,
intunericul, lipsa de mancare, pericolul si, desigur, pradatorii. Furnicile din poveste aveau nevoie de o alta
furnica sa vina la ele si sa le spuna in propria lor limba: "Totul va fi bine", asa incat sa le poata opri din goana
fara rost.

Este acolo Cineva care a venit si care ne spune, poate nu cu mare solemnitate, poate cu toata
dezordinea copilariei: "Din perspectiva musuroiului tau, s-ar putea ca lumea sa arate infricosatoare, ca o
lume violent3, o lume a siraciei si a terorii. Asta este furnicarul vostru si Eu inteleg. Dar ganditi-va doar un
moment si primiti aceastd idee in inima voastra: totul va fi bine. Am venit sa te fac la fel ca mine, sa te scot din
furnicar, sa traiesti intr-un trup intim conectat in suflet, spirit si minte cu divinitatea mea, cu puterea care a
creat universul, care sa treacd prin acea limitd permeabila dintre Pamantul si cer nu doar o data, ci
saptamanal, sau chiar zilnic, ca sa intrati In puterea si realitatea de care Eu, ca Dumnezeu, ma bucur".



Hristos vine ca om pentru ca vrea sa fie aici. Asa dezordonat cum este acest loc, El il iubeste pentru
cd noi suntem aici. Aceasta Incarnare este o fata a monedei, iar raspunsul nostru - devenind divinizati,
devenind cu adevarat fericiti si jucdusi, plini de bucurie si puternici - Intr-adevar nemuritori - este cealalta.

Pe masura ce trecem prin ce a mai ramas din acest an, probabil dand Tnapoi unele dintre darurile pe
care le vom primi, sa pastram acest lucru! Sa reflectam, sa ne gandim, sa ne amintim si sa ne reamintim de
acel Copilas care rade intr-o iesle, chicotind la gesturile pe care Maria, Mama Lui, sau losif le face asa, ca niste
parinti buni, ca Lui sa-i placa. Sa ne amintim de acel Copilas, care este sursa a tot ceea ce este. Poate ca ni L-
am putea imagina pe Tatal nostru ceresc razand si chicotind in toatd vesnicia, la toate lucrurile prostesti pe
care le facem in timp ce El asteapta sa ne imbratiseze, sa ne faca ai Lui si sda ne convingem cad suntem intr-
adevar copii ai familiei Sale. Am fost adoptati de Tatal nostru, pentru a fi fratii si surorile lui Isus, Fiul lui
Dumnezeu cel Atotputernic. Pentru a recunoaste acest lucru, avem a darui lui Dumnezeu ceea ce El vrea cu
adevarat pentru Craciun.

Dupa cum a spus Sfanta Iuliana de Norwich, "Toate vor fi bine si toate vor fi bine si toate felurile de
lucruri vor fi bine". Acesta este un gand mangaietor, pe care ar trebui sa-1 pastram cu noi in orice moment, in
special In acelea in care rdul isi arunca umbra asupra noastra, asa cum o va face in mod inevitabil.

Fie ca voi si toti cei pe care 1i iubiti sa va apropiati unii de ceilal{i In Domnul Isus in acest Craciun, in
sigurantd, in cunoasterea pe care voi, la fel ca si cei care nu va sunt aproape si pe care nu il iubiti, sunt copii
ai Celui dintru Indtime. Este in puterea Sa si in Voia Sa sa gasim cu totii semnificatia si scopul vietii noastre,
pe care le cautam cu adevarat.

Fie ca in aceste zile grele sa gasiti confort, prin Cel care se naste astazi, un Craciun binecuvantat
pentru toatd lumea si un 2022 vesel si in siguranta!
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